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“ I  a p p r e c i a t e  R u c k u s R o o t s !

T h a n k s  f o r  n o t  g i v i n g  u p  o n  u s  a n d

b r i n g i n g  s o m e  l i g h t  d u r i n g  t h i s

d i f f i c u l t  t i m e ! "

- M i k e  G o l d s t e i n ,  P r i n c i p a l

E u c a l y p t u s  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l



Dear Ruckus-Raiser, 

2020 was a year we will not soon forget. Globally, it produced challenges unlike any we’ve seen before.

As a nation, it brought us together and then it tore us apart. In our cities, our communities, our families

and even our individual households, we experienced loss, fear, exhaustion and division. 

What can we do in times like these? We can do our best. Sometimes our best is putting on pants. For a

while in 2020, that’s where the bar resided for a lot of us. Eventually though, and especially when your

community needs you, it’s time to pivot, adapt and move forward –hopefully with pants on. I can

proudly say that’s what RuckusRoots accomplished this year. We kept going in a way that ensured our

programs were accessible to as many people as possible during an unprecedented global pandemic. I’m

grateful for your support in helping us through this year, and for all we learned along the way.

One of the biggest lessons we took to heart from 2020 is intersectionality. This year showed us in no

uncertain terms the connections that exists between racial, social, environmental and economic justice

—and it became clear that our work lies at the intersection of these issues. Like legs on a table, when

one is broken, the stability of the whole suffers. Grassroots efforts to empower vulnerable

communities is how we can strengthen all four legs of that table. 

From no-contact art supply deliveries to families in need, to creating a whole new online category of

programming, we worked hard to continue to support our communities through art and sustainability

this year. Most importantly, 2020 highlighted the essential need for inclusion of, co-creation with, and

equity for BIPOC communities. We have learned many lessons about how to maintain equity despite

geographic, economic, and other barriers to participation - and have made significant changes

internally and externally to ensure representation, inclusion and access. 

Small arts organizations like ours are essential for filling in the cracks that larger organizations often

miss. We can be the most adept at providing programming where it is overlooked and needed most. In

2020, despite the challenges, we had 714 direct participants in our programs, reached 452 youth and

our total audience was over 2,000 people. Most of our constituents are from communities like South

and East Los Angeles and are likely not engaged in other, larger arts 

programs throughout the city. We believe that the more we can reach 

these vulnerable citizens with creative, quality arts experiences, the more 

empowered our communities will be. We believe that work like ours is 

essential for creating and maintaining a diverse and equitable vision of 

Los Angeles. Thank you for believing with us. 

Christine Spehar

Executive Director
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M i s s i o n  S t a t e m e n t :
RuckusRoots is  a Los Angeles-based 501(c) (3)  nonprofit  organizat ion that
bel ieves art  plays a crucial  role in fostering social ,  economic and
environmental  just ice.  Our mission is  to grow stronger,  more equitable
communit ies by co-creat ing art ist ic  opportunit ies with underrepresented Los
Angeles residents.  Through col laborat ive programs and onl ine offer ings,  we
str ive to uncover and confront chal lenges facing communit ies through
creativ i ty ,  connect ion and engagement .  

W e  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  d e e p e n i n g  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n s
t h a t  e x i s t  b e t w e e n  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y ,  c r e a t i v i t y ,  r a c e ,  e c o n o m i c s ,  g e n d e r
a n d  p l a c e - b a s e d  j u s t i c e .  T h i s  y e a r ,  w e  e n s u r e d  o u r  g o v e r n a n c e
d o c u m e n t s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  r e f l e c t  t h i s  c o m m i t m e n t ,  w i t h  a  r e v i s e d
M i s s i o n  S t a t e m e n t ,  a  P l e d g e  t o  I n t e r s e c t i o n a l  S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d  a
r e v i s e d  S t a t e m e n t  o f  C u l t u r a l  E q u i t y  a n d  I n c l u s i o n ,  w h i c h  y o u  c a n
v i e w  a t  r u c k u s r o o t s . o r g / g o a l s .
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B O A R D :

N i N o  A l i c e a

S c o t t  F r o s c h a u e r  

T o m m i  I t e n

D a n i e l l e  M a r q u e z

S t e p h a n i e  S p e h a r

 

T E A C H I N G  A R T I S T S :  

R o b i n  B a n k s

A l l e g r a  B i c k - M a u r i s c h a t

T e r e s a  F l o r e s

J u l i o  M u ñ o z  

J a m i a  W e i r

 

L E A D E R S H I P
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E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r :  C h r i s t i n e  S p e h a r

P r o g r a m s  D i r e c t o r :  A l l e g r a  B i c k - M a u r i s c h a t  

C O L L A B O R A T O R S :

T e r e s a  F l o r e s

S c a r l e t t  R e y e s

N i N o  A l i c e a

M a h o g a n e e  A m i g e r  

R i e e t h a a  D h a m n e

K a m i l a h  S a n d e r s  

I s a i a s  H e r n a n d e z

A u r a  V a s q u e z



✔  W e  e x p a n d e d  o u r  d i g i t a l  o f f e r i n g s  t o

i n c l u d e  l i v e ,  o n - d e m a n d ,  a n d  f u l l y

d o w n l o a d a b l e  c o n t e n t .

✔  W e  w r a p p e d  u p  o u r  W i l d  A r t  i n -

s c h o o l  p r o g r a m  t h a t  r e a c h e d  1 5 0  y o u t h

a n d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n s t a l l e d  i t s

c u l m i n a t i n g  p r o j e c t  –  a  m u r a l  m a d e  w i t h

o v e r  3 , 0 0 0  r e p u r p o s e d  p l a s t i c  b a g s .

✔  W e  f i l m e d  o u r  f i r s t - e v e r  T V  s e r i e s

w i t h  H a w t h o r n e  C o m m u n i t y  T e l e v i s i o n .

 ✔  W e  d e l i v e r e d  m o r e  t h a n  6 0  b a g s

s t o c k e d  w i t h  s u s t a i n a b l e  a r t  s u p p l i e s  t o

f a m i l i e s  i n  n e e d  a n d  p r o v i d e d  o n l i n e  a r t

w o r k s h o p s  t o  a c c o m p a n y  t h e s e  f r e e

s u p p l i e s .

✔  W e  w o r k e d  t o  s u p p o r t ,  e m p l o y  a n d

l e a r n  f r o m  B I P O C  a r t i s t s  a l l  o v e r  t h e

w o r l d  a n d  g i v e  u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d  a n d

v a l u a b l e  v o i c e s  a  p l a t f o r m  t h r o u g h  o u r

c h a n n e l s .

O U R  Y E A R  A T - A - G L A N C E
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Art Supply Deliveries

45.5%

School Programs

24.2%

Online Community Workshops

16.7%

Online Video Series

13.6%

In-Person Sessions 
Online Sessions
Youth Impacted
Artworks Created
Total Participants
Total Audience

     31
39

452
348
714

2287
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 W H E R E  W E  W O R K E D

past program sites

communities served (2020)

Along with the constituents who joined us in Los Angeles, we also reached 

participants from Northern California, the Midwest, the East Coast and even the U.K. 

# youth served (2020)

300

60

47
45



" I  t h i n k  t h a t  R u c k u s R o o t s  o f f e r e d

u s  a n  a m a z i n g  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o

e n r i c h  o u r  r e g u l a r  l e s s o n s  w i t h

a r t  a n d  e c o - e d u c a t i o n .  

 

 

A l l o w i n g  s t u d e n t s  a  c h a n c e  t o  l e a r n

a r t  t e c h n i q u e s  a n d  p r a c t i c e  t h e m

w h i l e  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  l e a r n i n g

a b o u t  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  o f f e r e d  a

c h a n c e  f o r  t h e m  t o  b e c o m e

s t e w a r d s  o f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d

t r u l y  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e ! "

 
 

 

-  S t e p h a n i e ,  C l a s s r o o m  T e a c h e r

E u c a l y p t u s  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l



Beginning in March of 2020, we expanded our digital offerings to

include live, on-demand, and downloadable content, available 
on Zoom, Instagram Live, Youtube and our website. 

C O V I D - 1 9  R E S P O N S E

 0 7  |  H I G H L I G H T S  C O N T ' D

new online programscreated
contact-free art supply bags delivered

 

From initiating a brand new sector of online offerings, to reaching new communities far and

wide, we were able to effectively pivot and provide valuable programming and resources to our

constituents. Many of the communities we serve (South and East Los Angeles) were the hardest-

hit by the pandemic, and even in a post-pandemic society, we will strive to continue to provide a

diverse array of artistic experiences through this format for these citizens. We learned that in-

person programming is invaluable, but also that offering a robust and varied schedule of remote

learning options is a wonderful way to expand our reach and give people the flexibility they need

to be able to access our work. Even when restrictions on in-person gatherings loosen, we intend 

to continue to offer online options for those who would like to

attend from home. 

In an assessment of our efforts to
create community and connection
through art  during the pandemic in low
income households,  our program
participants reported a:  

64% increase  in feelings of
connect ivity to  their  community 

73% increase  in feel ing creat ively
inspired 

and 

100%  felt  connected to their  creat ive
project  and felt  the lessons were
valuable

5

60

https://ruckusroots.org/our-programs/live/
https://ruckusroots.org/our-programs/on-demand/
https://ruckusroots.org/our-programs/downloadable/
https://www.instagram.com/RuckusRoots/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsZUvJbYS1srN3xD4RH0A2g
https://ruckusroots.org/


Before  shelter-in-place rules took effect in Los Angeles, we were

able to squeeze in our in-person Wild Art program with 4th

graders at Eucalyptus Elementary School in Hawthorne, CA.

Later in the year, we completed a mural build and installation on

campus, despite school closures. We look forward to students

getting to see the mural once they are able to return. 

By combining visual  arts  ski l ls  with sustainabi l i ty  and

wildl ife  education,  Wild Art  provides  young art ists  with a

platform to creat ively express  themselves ,  connect  to

nature in L .A and take an act ive role  in their  community.

By providing students  with a  comprehensive introduction

to local  wildl ife  and conservation issues ,  we see this

unique program as  the f irst  step in forming engaged,

creat ive c i t izens and stewards of  the environment.

0 8 | P R O G R A M S

WILD ART

students participated with our

Teaching Artist, Julio Muñoz 

100% of classroom teachers agreed that Wild Art  la id the foundation for their students  
to act as responsible c i t izens and effect ive changemakers later in l i fe .

3 in 4 students  demonstrated an improved understanding of  color theory,  paint ing techniques and
design concepts  after part ic ipating in our Wild Art  program.

150
30

hours of programming received

per student.  

https://ruckusroots.org/our-programs/wild-art/


The 4th graders at Eucalyptus Elementary School

began working with artist mentor, Julio Muñoz, to

learn artistic skills such as color theory, composition

and still life drawing. They also received education

from wildlife expert and biologist Miguel Ordeñana

of the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles

County, who taught students about the vast array of

wildlife living in Los Angeles, and how their actions

can help protect it. The students then combined

these lessons by creating their own wildlife-inspired

artwork on a sustainable substrate – a canvas made

of fused plastic bags. These student-made canvases

recycled nearly 3,000 plastic bags, thereby keeping

these harmful plastics out of local habitats/landfills.

Additionally, each student artwork is an homage to

one of four threatened local species; the Steelhead

trout, the Monarch butterfly, the Peregrine falcon

and the Mountain Lion – conservation in action! 

Once the pandemic began, RuckusRoots leaders

were tasked with completing the murals in a safely

distanced, outdoor environment. We delivered and

installed the murals on campus, for students and

teachers to enjoy once they come back to school. 

 Julio and the RuckusRoots team also put a video

together to remind students of lessons they learned

during the program and to give students a virtual

tour of the murals. 

W I L D  A R T  C O N T ' D

 

plastic bags diverted from

landfills, rivers and the ocean.

 

recycled, wildlife-themed 

artworks created! 

Increase in visual  art  ski l ls

Increase in knowledge of  wi ldl i fe
 
Increase in knowledge of  recycl ing

Increase in change-making ski l ls

4000

200

38%
34%
35%
44%

P R E  &  P O S T  T E S T S  R E V E A L E D :
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In 2020, we began a collaboration with FEAST (Food,

Education, Access, Support, Together), a Los Angeles-

based organization working to solve the systemic

wellness issues of food insecurity and food-based

education. 

Through a pilot collaboration with FEAST in the early

months of 2020, we offered seasonal produce-themed

arts activities for youth held at FEAST’s Mercado La

Paloma location in South Central L.A. These workshops

centered on collaging with food packaging for school-

aged children and took place concurrently with the

adults’ cooking classes. This solution allowed more

adults to attend the cooking classes and engaged both

children and adults in complementary lessons that

taught the same healthy eating themes. 

With the onset of the pandemic, we transitioned to

offering our art classes online, with a chef from FEAST

providing a brief tutorial and recipe at each lesson. 

We followed up the classes with detailed emails and

recipes for parents. 

F O O D  F O R  T H O U G H T

A l l e g r a  t a u g h t  d i f f e r e n t  c o l l a g i n g

t e c h n i q u e s  t o  p a r t i c i p a n t s  u s i n g  r e c y c l e d

f o o d  p a c k a g i n g  a s  m a t e r i a l  i n s p i r a t i o n .

E a c h  w e e k ,  w e  h a d  l o c a l  v e g a n  c h e f ,

C a r m e n  K a r l s g o d t ,  c o m e  o n  t o  c h a t  w i t h

u s  a b o u t  a  s e a s o n a l  f r u i t  o r  v e g e t a b l e

a n d  s h a r e  a  r e c i p e  u s i n g  t h a t  i t e m  f o r

t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  t r y  a t  h o m e  w i t h

t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  W e  t h e n  f o c u s e d  o u r

c r e a t i v e  p r o j e c t  f o r  t h e  d a y  u s i n g  t h a t

s a m e  f r u i t  o r  v e g g i e  a s  o u r  i n s p i r a t i o n !

T o  m a k e  c r e a t i n g  w i t h  u s  a t  h o m e  e v e n  e a s i e r ,  w e  d e s i g n e d  d o w n l o a d a b l e  c o l o r i n g  b o o k
p a g e s  i n s p i r e d  b y  a r t w o r k  f r o m  F o o d  f o r  T h o u g h t  c l a s s e s .  E a c h  o f  t h e s e  H a r v e s t - o f - t h e -
M o n t h  c a l e n d a r s  i n c l u d e s  a  c o l o r i n g  p a g e  a n d  t h e  r e c i p e  o f  t h e  m o n t h !  Y o u  c a n  a c c e s s

t h e s e  o n  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t  r u c k u s r o o t s . o r g / d o w n l o a d a b l e  t o  p r i n t  o u t  y o u r  o w n  c o p y .

kids and parents part ic ipated in our

very f irst  Zoom workshop series

creating beautiful  col lages 

items of trash that would otherwise

have ended up in landfi l ls  were used!

 

120

350
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https://ruckusroots.org/our-programs/downloadable/
https://ruckusroots.org/foodforthoughtends/


T H R O U G H  L I N E S / T A L L E R E S  D E  L I N E A S   

O u r  s e c o n d  p r o g r a m  w i t h  F E A S T  c o n s t i t u e n t s  w a s  c a l l e d  T h r o u g h  L i n e s ,  a n d  t o o k  p l a c e  a t

t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  p a n d e m i c  i n  S u m m e r / F a l l  o f  2 0 2 0 .  F o r  t h i s  p r o g r a m ,  w e  e x p a n d e d  o u r

o f f e r i n g  b y  n o t  o n l y  p r o v i d i n g  f r e e  o n l i n e  r e c y c l e d  a r t  c l a s s e s ,  b u t  a l s o  a d d i n g

c o n t a c t l e s s  a r t  s u p p l y  d e l i v e r i e s  f o r  f a m i l i e s  i n  n e e d .  W e  d e l i v e r e d  6 0  a r t  s u p p l y  b a g s  t o

p o t e n t i a l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  E a s t  a n d  S o u t h  L . A .  R e c i p i e n t s  w e r e  a l r e a d y  p a r t  o f  F E A S T ’ s  f r e e

g r o c e r y  d e l i v e r y  p r o g r a m ,  s o  w e  i n c l u d e d  o u r  a r t  s u p p l i e s  i n t o  t h e i r  e x i s t i n g  d e l i v e r y

s c h e d u l e .  

L e d  b y  E a s t  L . A - b a s e d  a r t i s t ,  T e r e s a  F l o r e s  a n d  h e r  a s s i s t a n t ,  S c a r l e t t  R e y e s ,  p r o g r a m

p a r t i c i p a n t s  l e a r n e d  t o  r e p u r p o s e  p l a s t i c  w a s t e  f r o m  f o o d  p a c k a g i n g  t h r o u g h  a  v a r i e t y  o f

c r e a t i v e  t e c h n i q u e s ,  s u c h  a s  w e a v i n g  a n d  s c u l p t u r e .  T h e y  t h e n  e x p l o r e d  t h e i r  o w n  i d e a s ,

p r o c e s s e s  a n d  m a t e r i a l s  t o  c r e a t e  u n i q u e  a n d  p e r s o n a l  w o r k s  o f  m e a n i n g .  I t  w a s  s o

a m a z i n g  t o  s e e  w h a t  t h i s  g r o u p  c a m e  u p  w i t h  w e e k  a f t e r  w e e k !

 

 

art supply deliveries to local

families through our partnership 

with FEAST for All.

 unique recycled artworks

created.
 
 
 
 

100% of participants reported that they...

a) cared about what they learned in our classes, and
b) felt connected to the artworks created   

60

70
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" T h i s  w o r k s h o p  i n s p i r e d  m e
t o  p e r s e v e r e  c r e a t i v e l y ,
b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  p o w e r  o f

m a k i n g  a r t ,  a n d  t o  m a n a g e
t h e  s t r e s s  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w e

a r e  l i v i n g  i n  t o d a y .
 

 
M y  c h i l d r e n  a r e  a l w a y s  e x c i t e d  t o

s e e  w h a t  I  a m  g o i n g  t o  d o  i n  c l a s s ,

a n d  t h e y  a l s o  l o v e  h e l p i n g  m e

g a t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  t o  m a k e  t h e

p r o j e c t s .  

 

I  a m  a l w a y s  e x c i t e d  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t

w h a t  w e ’ r e  g o i n g  t o  i n  t h e  n e x t

w o r k s h o p  e a c h  w e e k ! ”

 

 
-  A n g e l e s ,  P r o g r a m  P a r t i c i p a n t

E a s t  L o s  A n g e l e s



In lieu of an in-person culminating event, we created

an online exhibit with our Through Lines artists, who

proudly displayed their one-of-a kind artworks

in a virtual creative space.

T H R O U G H  L I N E S  

V I R T U A L  E X H I B I T I O N  

" R u c k u s R o o t s  i n s p i r e d  m e  t o  d o  t h e s e

c r a f t s .  

T h e y  t h e y  g a v e  u s  i d e a s  s o  t h a t  w e

c a n  d o  m a n y  t h i n g s  i n  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t

w e  a r e  l i v i n g  i n .  W e  h a v e  t o  k e e p  o u r

m i n d s  o c c u p i e d  w i t h  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t o

d i s t r a c t  o u r s e l v e s .  H o w  b e a u t i f u l  t o

l o o k  f o r  i d e a s  t h a t  y o u  c a n  u s e  t o

c l e a n  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  b e

c r e a t i v e .

W e  c a n  h e l p  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  c l e a n

i t s e l f  b y  u s i n g  t h e  p l a s t i c  t o  m a k e  a r t

a n d  a l s o  c l e a n  t h e  o c e a n ,  a s  t h e s e

p l a s t i c  b a g s  w e  u s e  i n  a r t  c l a s s  d o  n o t

g o  t o  t h e  g a r b a g e .  A s  y o u  c a n  s e e ,  m y

p i e c e s  a r e  m a d e  w i t h  p u r e  p l a s t i c  b a g s

a n d  e g g  c a r t o n s . "

- L u z  G o n z a l e z

F E A T U R E D  C O M M U N I T Y  A R T I S T S :   
L U Z  G O N Z A L E Z   /   A R A C E L Y  L O P E Z   /   A N G E L E S
L O Y O L A   /   S C A R L E T T  R E Y E S   /   T E R E S A  F L O R E S

 types of waste were used to create

artworks: plastic bags, cardboard,

egg cartons, junk mail and paper.
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Eby6X77yxTBrT6Z05Nh78LOdzL8b0t9Uxb3zxHZMSlI/edit


F r i d a y s  w i t h  F r i e n d s  w a s  a n  o n l i n e  a r t i s t  r e s i d e n c y  p r o g r a m

f e a t u r i n g  a  n e w  l o c a l  a r t i s t  e a c h  w e e k ,  w i t h  a  n e w  t h e m e  a n d

" h o w - t o "  a r t  c l a s s .  F e a t u r e d  a r t i s t s  i n c l u d e d  J a m i a  W e i r ,  R o b i n

B a n k s  a n d  J u l i o  M u ñ o z .  

 

I n s t r u c t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  r a n g e d  f r o m  p l a r n - m a k i n g  ( p l a s t i c  y a r n ) ,  t o

n a t u r e  m a n d a l a s  a n d  c o l l a g e  s e l f  p o r t r a i t s .  C l a s s e s  t o o k  p l a c e  v i a

Z o o m  e v e r y  F r i d a y   f r o m  A p r i l  3  –  M a y  2 ,  2 0 2 0 .

F R I D A Y S  W I T H  F R I E N D S

 

We had folks log in our first online

residency program from all over the

country! From Boston 

to Northern California, Wisconsin 

to SoCal - Fridays with Friends reached

families both near and far. 
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https://ruckusroots.org/our-programs/on-demand/


One of our first responses to the onset of the global

pandemic, this was a six-episode series that was

launched in March of 2020.  Teaching artist Allegra

led community crafts live on Instagram, as well as

producing demo videos for folks to participate on-

demand. 

Together, we made: 

Leaf-Rubbing Thank-You Cards 

Collaged "Rainbow Window Trails"

Home Tye-Dyed T-shirts

No-Sew Face Masks

Recycled Paper Flower Bouquets 

Handpainted Postcards

A R T I V I S M  W /  A L L E G R A

Our experimental IGTV series reach
resulted in a record number of views on

Instagram and helped us expand oursocial media presence by almost 
 35%
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https://www.instagram.com/tv/B_-rzHNA8qR/


H i g h l i g h t s  i n c l u d e d :

I s a i a s  H e r n a n d e z ,  @ q u e e r b r o w n v e g a n  ( L . A  n a t i v e ,
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  e d u c a t o r  a n d  z e r o - w a s t e  a d v o c a t e )  s p o k e  t o
u s  a b o u t  r a c i a l ,  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o - j u s t i c e  –  a n d  h o w  w e  c a n  a l l
d i g  i n  d e e p e r  t o  t h e  “ w h y ”  b e h i n d  m o v e m e n t s  l i k e  z e r o -
w a s t e  l i v i n g  a n d  # p l a s t i c f r e e j u l y .

R i e e t h a  D h a m n e ,  @ z a n z a n e e t  ( I n d i a n - b o r n ,  i n d i g e n o u s
c o o k i n g  b l o g g e r  a n d  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a c t i v i s t )  g a v e  u s  a
k i t c h e n  t o u r  a n d  s h a r e d  h o w  t r a d i t i o n a l  I n d i a n  p r a c t i c e s  c a n
b e  u s e d  t o  e n h a n c e  o u r  c o n n e c t i o n  t o  t h e  p r e c i o u s  p l a n e t .

M a h o g a n e e  A m i g e r ,  @ m a h o g a n e e a m i g e r  ( S o u t h  C a r o l i n a -
b a s e d  r e c o r d i n g  a r t i s t ,  a c t i v i s t  a n d  f o u n d e r  o f
@ r e s p o n s i b l e a r t i s t r y )  s h a r e d  h e r  w o n d e r f u l  m u s i c  w i t h  u s
a n d  s p o k e  t o  u s  a b o u t  h e r  a p p r o a c h  t o  a r t i s t r y  a s  a  f o r m  o f
r e v o l u t i o n .

A u r a  V a s q u e z ,  @ a u r a v a s q u e z o f f i c i a l  ( C o l u m b i a n - b o r n
i m m i g r a n t ,  e c o - a d v o c a t e  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  o r g a n i z e r )
d i s c u s s e d  t h e  p o w e r  o f  s h a r i n g  o u r  s t o r i e s ,  t h e  p o w e r  o f
p e r s o n a l  c o n n e c t i o n  i n  c r e a t i n g  r e a l  s o c i a l  c h a n g e .

I N T E R S E C T I O N S

Intersections was designed to allow viewers a peek
inside the l ives and work of the people within the
intersectional environmentalism movement via
virtual studio tours and candid dialogue with
Executive Director,  Christine Spehar. This digital
program was held on IGTV and directly addressed
creativity,  sustainabil ity and social justice while
providing less-visible voices in the eco-movement an
opportunity to share their work with a broader
audience.

We spoke with seven incredibly inspiring BIPOC folks
– from community organizers, visual artists,
musicians, sustainable chefs,  environmental
educators and other professionals – and we took
away so much from these conversations. 

 
employment opportunities created

for intersectional environmentalists

across the globe new teaching artist hired from our

collaboration.

 
 

 
 

7
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https://www.instagram.com/ruckusroots/channel/
https://www.instagram.com/ruckusroots/channel/
https://www.instagram.com/queerbrownvegan/
https://www.instagram.com/zanzaneet/
https://www.instagram.com/mahoganeeamiger/
https://www.instagram.com/tv/CCrATT4A-gF/


E A R T H  D A Y  2 0 2 0  

A R T - A T - H O M E  Y O U T U B E  S E R I E S
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I n  O c t o b e r ,  w e  f i l m e d  a  t h r e e - e p i s o d e  s e r i e s
b r o a d c a s t  o n  H a w t h o r n e  C o m m u n i t y
T e l e v i s i o n  -  n o w  a v a i l a b l e  o n  Y o u T u b e !  

Earth Day was different this year as in-person gatherings

were cancelled due to COVID. We were grateful to be invited

to participate in an online celebration through our partners,

University of Wisconsin, OshKosh.

Our Founder and Executive Director, Christine Spehar, gave 

a talk highlighting the connection between art, sustainability

and "slowing down" during the pandemic. We followed this

up with a workshop led by artist and Programs Director,

Allegra Bick-Maurischat - who provided a live, hands-on

tutorial for creating plantable, recycled paper that you 

can create, plant and sprout living seeds from at home! The

PDF- instructions for this activity are available to download 

at ruckusroots.org/our-programs/downloadable. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Piir2fb_xok
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ITyxq_k8wWs&t=54s
https://ruckusroots.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Slow-Made_-Plantable-Recycled-Paper-1.pdf


2017 2018 2019 2020

75,000 

50,000 

25,000 
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F U N D I N G  S N A P S H O T

Individual Donations

Corporate and Government Grants

Foundations and Earned Income

Programs
64.5%

Operations
27.4%

Fundraising
8.1%

State
27.8%

County
26.5%

Foundation
19.6%

Individual
11.1%

Federal
10.6%

City
4.5%

R E V E N U E  T R E N D S :

2 0 2 0  E x p e n s e s :  $ 6 2 , 5 3 6

2 0 2 0  R e v e n u e :  $ 7 0 , 2 3 2

T H E  N U M B E R S :

Individual Donors 
Government Funders
Foundation Funders
Revenue Increase 2019-2020

90
4
2
25%



" G r e a t  p r o g r a m !  

T h e  t e a c h i n g  a r t i s t  w a s  s o  f r i e n d l y

a n d  e n g a g i n g .

T h e s e  c l a s s e s  r e a l l y  a d d e d  t o  m y

d a u g h t e r ' s  c r e a t i v e  r e p e r t o i r e  a n d

l a t e r ,  I  c o u l d  s e e  h e r  a d d i n g  t h i n g s

s h e  l e a r n e d  i n  t h e  c l a s s e s  t o  p r o j e c t s

s h e  w a s  d o i n g  o n  h e r  o w n .  "

-  G a b r i e l ,  P a r e n t  o f  P a r t i c i p a n t

F o o d  f o r  T h o u g h t ,  F r i d a y s  w i t h  F r i e n d s ,  

A r t i v i s m  w i t h  A l l e g r a
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G E T  T O  K N O W  O U R  D O N O R S

J e n  B

G e r r y  S .

E u g e n i a  C .  

J a m e s  W .  

S u m m e r  B .  

R u b y  R .

D a n i e l l e  G .  

P e t e r  B .

A i n n i e  W .

M a r i a n n e  M .

I r m a  J .

R a m o n  F .

T r a v i s  H .  

A n n e .  E .  

S a r a h  B .  

M a r y  C .  

R e b e k k a h  W .  

T o m m i  I .  

M i c h e l l e  M .  

G a r e n  M .  

S e i r r a  S .  

G e v o r k  M .  

F r e d e r i c  D .  

T o m  R .  

J a m i a  W .

G a b r i e l  C .

C h a r l o t t e  D .

S a r a h  O .  

T o m m i  I .

A m y  M .

S t e p h a n i e  S .

L a u r e n  R .

K a t y a  Z .

A l v a r o  H .  

K a t s u m i  M .

B r i a n  K .  

P a t t y  P .

C h e r i e  D .

L a n  T .

D e n n i s  M .

C a r m e n  K .

C o r i  C .

M a r c  H .

J e s s  A .  

N i n o  A .  

D a n i e l l e  M .  

A n n  K .

T i m  W .  

T r i s h a  G .  

K r i s t i n  D .  

E l i z a b e t h  S .  

A r t h u r  C .  

C a r o l y n  D .  

E v a n  D .  

B a r b i e  D .  

K o  S .  

E r r o l  N .

D o u g  S .  

M a r y  a n d  G e r r y  H .

M i k e  a n d  K a t h y  R .  

S t e v e  H .  

J e s u s  G .  

B i l l  W .  

M o n i c a  P .  

C a t h y  R

J e s s i c a  G

S u s i e  S .

J i m  F .

A l l e g r a  B .

C h r i s t i n e  S .

Our end of year online fundraiser

raised 

$7891
from December 1st - 31st, 2020,

thanks to these amazing donors:



The California Arts Council 
The Los Angeles Department  of Cultural Affairs
The Los Angeles County Department of Arts and Culture
The California Community Foundation
The NIA Gilbert Fund
FEAST for All, Los Angeles
University of Wisconsin, Oshkosh
Eucalyptus Elementary School
Hawthorne Community Television
The Museum of Natural History 

Our programs are made possible through

contributions from funders and collaboration with

program partners. Thank you to those who

worked with and supported us in 2020! 
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M E E T  O U R  P A R T N E R S  A N D  S U P P O R T E R S  



In the coming year, RuckusRoots will ensure low-income

families have access to high-quality, sustainable arts

experiences by expanding our online offerings and

continuing the art supply delivery program we

implemented in 2020. We look forward to deepening our

relationships with the City of Hawthorne, Eucalyptus

Elementary School, FEAST, and residents of South and

East Los Angeles. We are also excited about a potential

collaboration with an open space partner in South L.A.
 

W e  a r e  s o  g r a t e f u l  f o r  a l l  o f  t h e  s u p p o r t  w e
r e c e i v e d  t h i s  y e a r ,  a n d  a r e  a b l e  t o  g o  i n t o  2 0 2 1
f e e l i n g  b o t h  i n s p i r e d  a n d  a w e d  b y  t h e  r e s i l i e n c e
a n d  i n n o v a t i o n  o f  t h e  A n g e l e n o s  w e  m e e t  t h r o u g h
o u r  w o r k .  O n w a r d s  a n d  u p w a r d s ,  a s  w e  l i k e  t o  s a y !
H e r e ’ s  t o  a  n e w  y e a r  o f  e m p o w e r i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s ,
d e e p e n i n g  c o n n e c t i o n s  a n d  m a k i n g  s u s t a i n a b l e
c r e a t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e s  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  a l l !

L O O K I N G  A H E A D . . .

 2 2  |  O U R  2 0 2 1  V I S I O N  



S T A Y  U P - T O - D A T E  
w i t h  e v e r y t h i n g  w e ' r e  p l a n n i n g  f o r  2 0 2 1 . . .

. . . a n d  d o n ' t  f o r g e t  t o  s i g n  u p  f o r  o u r  n e w s l e t t e r !
 
 

www.ruckusroots.org

https://www.facebook.com/ruckusroots/
https://www.youtube.com/user/RuckusRoots/videos
https://www.instagram.com/ruckusroots/
https://ruckusroots.org/


UNVEILING THE CREATIVE SIDE OF SUSTAINABILITY

 www.ruckusroots.org

https://ruckusroots.org/



